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How is This Story Different From All Others?
A Reexamination of the Narratives in Genesis Through the Lens of the Haggadah

Narrative psychology is a viewpoint or a stance within psychology...

other words how human beings deal with experience by constructing stories and listening to the stories of others...

concerned with the "storied nature of human conduct" In

[HJuman activ-

ity and experience are filled with "meaning", and stories, rather than logical arguments or lawful formulations, are "the vehicle by

which that meaning is communicated".

Genesis 12:10-20

(10) There was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn
there, for the famine was severe in the land. (11) As he was about to enter Egypt,
he said to his wife Sarai, “I know what a beautiful woman you are. (12) If the
Egyptians see you, and think, ‘She is his wife,” they will kill me and let you live.
(13) Please say that you are my sister, that it may go well with me because of you,
and that [ may remain alive thanks to you.” (14) When Abram entered Egypt, the
Egyptians saw how very beautiful the woman was. (15) Pharaoh’s courtiers saw
her and praised her to Pharaoh, and the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s palace.
(16) And because of her, it went well with Abram; he acquired sheep, oxen, asses,
male and female slaves, she-asses, and camels. (17) But the LORD afflicted
Pharaoh and his household with mighty plagues on account of Sarai, the wife of
Abram. (18) Pharaoh sent for Abram and said, “What is this you have done to me!
Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? (19) Why did you say, ‘She is my
sister,” so that I took her as my wife? Now, here is your wife; take her and
begone!” (20) And Pharaoh put men in charge of him, and they sent him off with
his wife and all that he possessed.

Genesis 19:1-11

(1) The two angels arrived in Sodom in the evening, as Lot was sitting in the gate
of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to greet them and, bowing low with his
face to the ground, (2) he said, “Please, my lords, turn aside to your servant’s
house to spend the night, and bathe your feet; then you may be on your way ear-
ly.” But they said, “No, we will spend the night in the square.” (3) But he urged
them strongly, so they turned his way and entered his house. He prepared a feast
for them and baked unleavened bread, and they ate. (4) They had not yet lain
down, when the townspeople, the men of Sodom, young and old—all the peo-
ple to the last man—gathered about the house. (5) And they shouted to Lot
and said to him, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them
out to us, that we may be intimate with them.” (6) So Lot went out to them to
the entrance, shut the door behind him, (7) and said, “I beg you, my friends,
do not commit such a wrong. (8) Look, I have two daughters who have not
known a man. Let me bring them out to you, and you may do to them as you
please; but do not do anything to these men, since they have come under the
shelter of my roof.” (9) But they said, “Stand back! The fellow,” they said,
“came here as an alien, and already he acts the ruler! Now we will deal worse
with you than with them.” And they pressed hard against the person of Lot, and
moved forward to break the door. (10) But the men stretched out their hands and
pulled Lot into the house with them, and shut the door. (11) And the people who
were at the entrance of the house, young and old, they struck with blinding light,
so that they were helpless to find the entrance.
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Genesis 20

1) Abraham journeyed from there to the region of the Negeb and settled be-
tween Kadesh and Shur. While he was sojourning in Gerar, (2) Abraham
said of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” So King Abimelech of Gerar
had Sarah brought to him. (3) But God came to Abimelech in a dream
by night and said to him, “You are to die because of the woman that
you have taken, for she is a married woman.” (4) Now Abimelech had
not approached her. He said, “O Lord, will You slay people even
though innocent? (5) He himself said to me, ‘She is my sister!” And she
also said, ‘He is my brother.” When I did this, my heart was blameless
and my hands were clean.” (6) And God said to him in the dream, “I
knew that you did this with a blameless heart, and so I kept you from sin-
ning against Me. That was why I did not let you touch her. (7) Therefore,
restore the man’s wife—since he is a prophet, he will intercede for you—to
save your life. If you fail to restore her, know that you shall die, you and all
that are yours.”

Genesis 21:9-20

(9) Sarah saw the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abra-
ham playing. (10) She said to Abraham, “Cast out that slave-woman
and her son, for the son of that slave shall not share in the inheritance
with my son Isaac.” (11) The matter distressed Abraham greatly, for it
concerned a son of his. (12) But God said to Abraham, “Do not be dis-
tressed over the boy or your slave; whatever Sarah tells you, do as she says,
for it 1s through Isaac that offspring shall be continued for you. (13) As for
the son of the slave-woman, I will make a nation of him, too, for he is your
seed.” (14) Early next morning Abraham took some bread and a skin of
water, and gave them to Hagar. He placed them over her shoulder, to-
gether with the child, and sent her away. And she wandered about in
the wilderness of Beer-sheba. (15) When the water was gone from the
skin, she left the child under one of the bushes, (16) and went and sat
down at a distance, a bowshot away; for she thought, “Let me not look
on as the child dies.” And sitting thus afar, she burst into tears. (17)
God heard the cry of the boy, and an angel of God called to Hagar from
heaven and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has
heeded the cry of the boy where he is. (18) Come, lift up the boy and hold
him by the hand, for I will make a great nation of him.” (19) Then God
opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She went and filled the
skin with water, and let the boy drink. (20) God was with the boy and he
grew up; he dwelt in the wilderness and became a bowman.
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Genesis 26:1-11

(1) There was a famine in the land—aside from the previous famine that
had occurred in the days of Abraham—and [saac went to Abimelech, king
of the Philistines, in Gerar. (2) The LORD had appeared to him and said,
“Do not go down to Egypt; stay in the land which I point out to you. (3)
Reside in this land, and I will be with you and bless you; I will assign all
these lands to you and to your heirs, fulfilling the oath that I swore to your
father Abraham. (4) I will make your heirs as numerous as the stars of
heaven, and assign to your heirs all these lands, so that all the nations of the
earth shall bless themselves by your heirs— (5) inasmuch as Abraham
obeyed Me and kept My charge: My commandments, My laws, and My
teachings.” (6) So Isaac stayed in Gerar. (7) When the men of the place
asked him about his wife, he said, “She is my sister,” for he was afraid
to say “my wife,” thinking, “The men of the place might kill me on ac-
count of Rebekah, for she is beautiful.” (8) When some time had
passed, Abimelech king of the Philistines, looking out of the window,
saw Isaac fondling his wife Rebekah. (9) Abimelech sent for Isaac and
said, “So she is your wife! Why then did you say: ‘She is my sister?’”
Isaac said to him, “Because I thought I might lose my life on account of
her.” (10) Abimelech said, “What have you done to us! One of the peo-
ple might have lain with your wife, and you would have brought guilt
upon us.” (11) Abimelech then charged all the people, saying, “Anyone
who molests this man or his wife shall be put to death.”

Genesis 29:16-26

(16) Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the older one was Leah,
and the name of the younger was Rachel. (17) Leah had weak eyes; Rachel
was shapely and beautiful. (18) Jacob loved Rachel; so he answered, “I will
serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” (19) Laban said,
“Better that I give her to you than that I should give her to an outsider. Stay
with me.” (20) So Jacob served seven years for Rachel and they seemed to
him but a few days because of his love for her. (21) Then Jacob said to La-
ban, “Give me my wife, for my time is fulfilled, that I may cohabit with
her.” (22) And Laban gathered all the people of the place and made a feast.
(23) When evening came, he took his daughter Leah and brought her to
him; and he cohabited with her— (24) Laban had given his maidservant
Zilpah to his daughter Leah as her maid.— (25) When morning came,
there was Leah! So he said to Laban, “What is this you have done to
me? I was in your service for Rachel! Why did you deceive me?” (26)
Laban said, “It is not the practice in our place to marry off the younger
before the older.
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Genesis 39:1-20

(1) When Joseph was taken down to Egypt, a certain Egyptian,
Potiphar, a courtier of Pharaoh and his chief steward, bought him from
the Ishmaelites who had brought him there. (2) The LORD was with
Joseph, and he was a successful man; and he stayed in the house of his
Egyptian master. (3) And when his master saw that the LORD was with
him and that the LORD lent success to everything he undertook, (4) he took
a liking to Joseph. He made him his personal attendant and put him in
charge of his household, placing in his hands all that he owned. (5) And
from the time that the Egyptian put him in charge of his household and of
all that he owned, the LORD blessed his house for Joseph’s sake, so that
the blessing of the LORD was upon everything that he owned, in the house
and outside. (6) He left all that he had in Joseph’s hands and, with him
there, he paid attention to nothing save the food that he ate. Now Joseph
was well built and handsome. (7) After a time, his master’s wife cast her
eyes upon Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” (8) But he refused. He said
to his master’s wife, “Look, with me here, my master gives no thought to
anything in this house, and all that he owns he has placed in my hands. (9)
He wields no more authority in this house than I, and he has withheld noth-
ing from me except yourself, since you are his wife. How then could I do
this most wicked thing, and sin before God?”” (10) And much as she coaxed
Joseph day after day, he did not yield to her request to lie beside her, to be
with her. (11) One such day, he came into the house to do his work.
None of the household being there inside, (12) she caught hold of him
by his garment and said, “Lie with me!” But he left his garment in her
hand and got away and fled outside. (13) When she saw that he had left
it in her hand and had fled outside, (14) she called out to her servants
and said to them, “Look, he had to bring us a Hebrew to dally with us!
This one came to lie with me; but I screamed loud. (15) And when he
heard me screaming at the top of my voice, he left his garment with me
and got away and fled outside.” (16) She kept his garment beside her,
until his master came home. (17) Then she told him the same story, say-
ing, “The Hebrew slave whom you brought into our house came to me
to dally with me; (18) but when I screamed at the top of my voice, he
left his garment with me and fled outside.” (19) When his master heard
the story that his wife told him, namely, “Thus and so your slave did to
me,” he was furious. (20) So Joseph’s master had him put in prison,
where the king’s prisoners were confined. And he remained there in
prison.
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Marshall Ganz. 2009. What Is Public Narrative: Self, Us & Now (Public Narrative Worksheet).

We are all part of multiple “us’s” — families, faiths, cultures, communities, organizations, and nations in which we
participate with others. What community, organization, movement, culture, nation, or other constituency do you
consider yourself to be part of, connected with? With whom do you share a common past? With whom do you share

a common future? Do you participate in this community as a result of “fate

choice” or both? How like or unlike

the experience of others do you believe your own experience to be? One way we establish an “us” — a shared identi-
ty — is through telling of shared stories, stories through which we can articulate the values we share, as well as the

particularities that make us an “us.” ...

A story of us works if people identify with each other on behalf of values that inspire them to

act.



Leviticus 19: 33-34 TH-39:19 RPN

And if a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, you shall not taunt him. The D22 MI¥? JNK I X7 ¥R 3 IAN TR
stranger that sojourneth with you shall be unto you as the home-born among 22372 7122 hi D20 DIOX T | a7 037
you, and thou shalt love him as thyself; for you were strangers in the land of DR ' I8 DR TINA DO
Egypt: I am the LORD your God.

"A Stranger and a Resident"
Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein zt'1 Adapted by R. Elivahu Blumenzweig Translated by Kaeren Fish

On the other hand, a person has to know that he is a "stranger" in the world. It can be difficult to live with this knowl-
edge, especially if one is successfully integrated in the world and one’s material pursuits are flourishing. A person who
experiences setbacks and defeats in all his endeavors will not find it difficult to feel himself a "stranger.” But if every-
thing goes smoothly for a person, and his path in life takes him from one success to the next, it is difficult for him to
sever his bond with the reality of this world, which gets stronger by the day. This bond arises not only from the per-
son's subjective consciousness, but also from reality itself: the works of Creation, bursting with life, invite man to eat
of their fruit and to satisfy himself with their goodness.

Despite this — and specifically for this reason — a person must consciously adopt a sense of foreignness. He must know
that even his integration into the most practical aspects of life is necessary in order to be able to achieve a higher spiri-
tual level. The reality is nothing but a means. The end, the aim, is to attain "that day" when "God will be One, and His
Name will be One" (Zekharia 14:9). When a person feels, with his entire being, that this is his goal and purpose in life,
then he is able to sense his "foreignness" in this world — not out of scorn for the world, nor in an attempt to remove
himself from it, but rather out of his integration into it as a means to attain a higher goal — "that day.”



